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(T1) Laws: 627d-628a: 
The Athenian invites Clinias to think of a judge who must deal with a large band of brothers who are unjust with a smaller 
number of other just brothers. The Athenian conjures three possibilities:  

• 1st: a judge who would kill the unjust brothers and have the just brothers run their own lives;  

• 2nd: a judge who would put the virtuous brothers in charge and allow the unjust brothers to live obediently under 
the rule of the just brothers; and  

• 3rd: a judge “who will take this single quarrelling family in hand and reconcile its members, without killing any of 
them; by laying down regulations to guide them in the future, he will be able to ensure that they remain on friendly 
terms with each other” (L. 627e-628a).  

The Athenian and Clinias agree the third is “incomparably better” (L. 628a). And the Athenian calls this superior approach 
“the exact opposite of war” (L. 628a)… “alternatively, peace and friendship might be the result of reconciliation” (L. 
628b). 
  
(T2) Laws 862b-c: 
“You see, my friends, in effect we should not simply call it ‘just’ when one man bestows some object on another, nor simply 
‘unjust’ when correspondingly he takes it from him. The description ‘just’ is applicable only to the benefit conferred or injury 
inflicted by someone with a just character and outlook. This is the point the lawgiver has to watch; he must keep his eyes on 
these two things, injustice and injury. He must use the law to exact damages for damage done, as far as he can; he must 
restore losses, and if anyone has knocked something down, put it back upright again; in place of anything killed or 
wounded, he must substitute something in sound condition. And when atonement has been made by compensation, he must try 
by his laws to make the criminal and the victim, in each separate case of injury, friends instead of enemies” (L. 862b-c; 
emphases mine).  
 
(T3) Gorgias 464b-c:  
“Come then, and I’ll show you more clearly what I’m saying, if I can. I’m saying that of this pair of subjects there are two 
crafts. The one for the soul I call politics; the one for the body, though it is one, I can’t give you a name for offhand, but 
while the care of the body is a single craft, I’m saying it has two parts: gymnastics and medicine. And in politics, the 
counterpart of gymnastics is legislation, and the part that corresponds to medicine is justice. Each member of these pairs has 
features in common with the other, medicine with gymnastics and justice with legislation, because they’re concerned with the 
same thing. These, then, are the four parts, and they always provide care, in the one case for the body, in the other for the 
soul, with a view to what’s best.” 
 
(T4) Gorgias 464d:  
“Pastry baking has put on the mask of medicine, and pretends to know the foods that are best for the body, so that if a 
pastry baker and a doctor had to compete in front of children, or in front of men just as foolish as children, to determine 
which of the two, the doctor or the pastry baker, had expert knowledge of good food and bad, the doctor would die of 
starvation.” 
 
(T5) Gorgias 474b:  
“For I do believe that you and I and everybody else consider doing what’s unjust worse than suffering it, and not paying 
what is due worse than paying it.” 


