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T1 – Plato, Gorgias, 449b4-c5 
ΣΩ. Ἆρ᾽ οὖν ἐθελήσαις ἄν, ὦ Γοργία, ὥσπερ νῦν διαλεγόμεθα, διατελέσαι τὸ μὲν ἐρωτῶν, τὸ 
δ᾽ ἀποκρινόμενος, τὸ δὲ μῆκος τῶν λόγων τοῦτο, οἷον καὶ Πῶλος ἤρξατο, εἰς αὖθις ἀποθέσθαι; 
Ἀλλ᾽ ὅπερ ὑπισχνῇ, μὴ ψεύσῃ, ἀλλὰ ἐθέλησον κατὰ βραχὺ τὸ ἐρωτώμενον ἀποκρίνεσθαι. 
ΓΟ. Εἰσὶ μέν, ὦ Σώκρατες, ἔνιαι τῶν ἀποκρίσεων ἀναγκαῖαι διὰ μακρῶν τοὺς λόγους ποιεῖσθαι· 
οὐ μὴν ἀλλὰ πειράσομαί γε ὡς διὰ βραχυτάτων. Καὶ γὰρ αὖ καὶ τοῦτο ἕν ἐστιν ὧν φημι, μηδένα 
ἂν ἐν βραχυτέροις ἐμοῦ τὰ αὐτὰ εἰπεῖν. 
ΣΩ. Τούτου μὴν δεῖ, ὦ Γοργία· καί μοι ἐπίδειξιν αὐτοῦ τούτου ποίησαι, τῆς βραχυλογίας, 
μακρολογίας δὲ εἰς αὖθις.1 
Socrates. Then would you be willing, Gorgias, to continue this present way of discussion, by 
alternate question and answer, and defer to some other time that lengthy style of speech in 
which Polus made a beginning? Come, be true to your promise, and consent to answer each 
question briefly. 
Gorgias. There are some answers, Socrates, that necessitate a lengthy expression: however, I 
will try to be as brief as possible; for indeed it is one of my claims that no one could express 
the same thing in briefer terms than myself. 
Socrates. That is just what I want, Gorgias: give me a display of this very skill—in brevity of 
speech; your lengthy style will do another time.2 
 
T2 – Plato, Phaedrus (267a4-b2) 
ΣΩ. Τεισίαν δὲ Γοργίαν τε ἐάσομεν εὕδειν, οἳ πρὸ τῶν ἀληθῶν τὰ εἰκότα εἶδον ὡς τιμητέα 
μᾶλλον, τά τε αὖ σμικρὰ μεγάλα καὶ τὰ μεγάλα σμικρὰ φαίνεσθαι ποιοῦσιν διὰ ῥώμην λόγου, 
καινά τε ἀρχαίως τά τ᾽ ἐναντία καινῶς, συντομίαν τε λόγων καὶ ἄπειρα μήκη περὶ πάντων 
ἀνηῦρον; 
Socrates. And shall we leave Gorgias and Tisias undisturbed, who saw that probabilities are 
more to be esteemed than truths, who make small things seem great and great things small by 
the power of their words, and new things old and old things the reverse, and who invented 
conciseness of speech and measureless length on all subjects?3 
 
Fig. 1: Gorgias eloquence as a fractal 
 

• the straight line represents the fact of speaking simply about a subject, taking it as a 
whole without giving the detail of its parts:  

 
 

• the same line can be divided in a number of sections, so that its length will be 
significantly increased; thus, Gorgias divides the subject in order to speak about it 
longer:   

  
 

 
1 All the texts of Plato are taken from Burnet, J. (ed.), Platonis Opera, Oxford University Press, 1903.  
2 Lamb, W. R. M. (tr.) Plato. Lysis, Symposium, Gorgias, Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, 
Heinemann, 1967. 
3 Fowler, H. N. (tr.) Plato. Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Phaedo, Phaedrus, Cambridge, MA, Harvard University 
Press; 1925.  
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• finally, each section can in its turn be divided in several under-sections, which multiplies 
the length of the original line; thus, Gorgias divides each part in its under-parts, giving 
them more importance:  

 
  
 
 
 
T3 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 1 
Kόσμος πόλει μὲν εὐανδρία, σώματι δὲ κάλλος, ψυχῇ δὲ σοφία, πράγματι δὲ ἀρετή, λόγῳ δὲ 
ἀλήθεια· τὰ δὲ ἐναντία τούτων ἀκοσμία.  
An ornament for city is manliness; for a body, beauty; for a soul, wisdom, for an action, 
excellence; for a speech, truth; the opposites of these things are lack of ornament.4  
 
Fig. 2: The double opposition scheme settled in the Exordium 
 
 

sensible intelligible 

σῶμα ψυχή 

πρᾶγμα λόγος 

 
 
T4 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, §9 
ἐπ᾽ ἀλλοτρίων τε πραγμάτων καὶ σωμάτων εὐτυχίαις καὶ δυσπραγίαις ἴδιόν τι πάθημα διὰ 
τῶν λόγων ἔπαθεν ἡ ψυχή.  
on the basis of the fortunes and misfortunes of other people’s actions and bodies their soul is 
affected, by an affection of its own, by the medium of words.  
 
T5 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 18 
πολλὰ δὲ πολλοῖς πολλῶν ἔρωτα καὶ πόθον ἐνεργάζεται πραγμάτων καὶ σωμάτων [ἥ ὄψις]. 
[the sight] instill in many people love and desire for many things and bodies.5  
 
T6 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 8  
Λόγος δυνάστης μέγας ἐστίν, ὃς σμικροτάτῳ σώματι καὶ ἀφανεστάτῳ θειότατα ἔργα ἀποτελεῖ.  

 
4 Texts and translations of Gorgias’ works are always taken from A. Laks & G. W. Most (ed.), Early Greek 
Philosophy, vol. VIII, Harvard university Press, Cambridge (Ma), 2016. 
5 The construction and translation of this phrase are mine and differ in meaning from the translation of Laks and 
Most, “but many things instill in many people love and desire for many things and bodies”.  



Exedra Center  Syracusa, 22-26 November 2021 
Gorgias / Gorgias conference  André Rehbinder 

 3 

Speech is a great potentate that by means of an extremely tiny and entirely6 invisible body 
performs the most divine deeds.  
 
T7 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 4 
Πλείστας δὲ πλείστοις ἐπιθυμίας ἔρωτος ἐνειργάσατο, ἑνὶ δὲ σώματι πολλὰ σώματα συνήγαγεν 
ἀνδρῶν ἐπὶ μεγάλοις μέγαλα φρονούντων.  
And she instilled in very many people very many longings for love, and by means of one body 
she brought together many bodies of men who had great ambitions about great matters.   
 
T8 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 4 
Δύναται γὰρ καὶ φόϐον παῦσαι καὶ λύπην ἀφελεῖν καὶ χαρὰν ἐνεργάσασθαι καὶ ἔλεον 
ἐπαυξῆσαι.  
For it [speech] is able to stop fear, to remove grief, to instill joy, and to increase pity.  
 
Fig. 3: The double opposition in the third argument 
 
 

sensible intelligible 

σῶμα ψυχή 

πρᾶγμα λόγος 

 
 
T9 – Plato, Meno, 76c5-d7 
ΣΩ. Βούλει οὖν σοι κατὰ Γοργίαν ἀποκρίνωμαι, ᾗ ἂν σὺ μάλιστα ἀκολουθήσαις; 
ΜΕ.Βούλομαι· πῶς γὰρ οὔ; 
ΣΩ. Οὐκοῦν λέγετε ἀπορροάς τινας τῶν ὄντων κατὰ Ἐμπεδοκλέα; 
ΜΕ. Σφόδρα γε. 
ΣΩ. Καὶ πόρους εἰς οὓς καὶ δι᾽ ὧν αἱ ἀπορροαὶ πορεύονται; 
ΜΕ.Πάνυ γε. 
ΣΩ. Καὶ τῶν ἀπορροῶν τὰς μὲν ἁρμόττειν ἐνίοις τῶν πόρων, τὰς δὲ ἐλάττους ἢ μείζους εἶναι; 
ΜΕ. Ἔστι ταῦτα. 
ΣΩ. Οὐκοῦν καὶ ὄψιν καλεῖς τι; 
ΜΕ.Ἔγωγε. 
ΣΩ. Ἐκ τούτων δὴ ‘σύνες ὅ τοι λέγω,’ ἔφη Πίνδαρος. Ἔστιν γὰρ χρόα ἀπορροὴ σχημάτων ὄψει 
σύμμετρος καὶ αἰσθητός. 
Socrates. Then would you like me to answer you in the manner of Gorgias, which you would 
find easiest to follow? 
Meno. I should like that, of course. 

 
6 literally “the most invisible body”.  
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Socrates. Do not both of you say there are certain effluences of existent things, as Empedocles 
held? 
Meno. Certainly. 
Socrates. And passages into which and through which the effluences pass? 
Meno. To be sure. 
Socrates. And some of the effluences fit into various passages, while some are too small or too 
large? 
Meno. That is so. 
Socrates. And further, there is what you call sight? 
Meno. Yes. 
Socrates. So now “conceive my meaning,” as Pindar says: color is an effluence of figures, 
commensurate with sight and sensible.7 
 
T10 – Plato, Phaedrus, 251c5-d1 
Ὅταν μὲν οὖν βλέπουσα πρὸς τὸ τοῦ παιδὸς κάλλος, ἐκεῖθεν μέρη ἐπιόντα καὶ ῥέοντ᾽– ἃ δὴ διὰ 
ταῦτα ἵμερος καλεῖται – δεχομένη τὸν ἵμερον ἄρδηταί τε καὶ θερμαίνηται, λωφᾷ τε τῆς ὀδύνης 
καὶ γέγηθεν. 
Then when it [the soul] gazes upon the beauty of the boy and receives the particles which flow 
thence to it (for which reason they are called yearning), it is moistened and warmed, ceases 
from its pain and is filled with joy.8  
 
T11 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 13 
τὸν αὐτὸν δὲ λόγον ἔχει ἥ τε τοῦ λόγου δύναμις πρὸς τὴν τῆς ψυχῆς τάξιν ἥ τε τῶν φαρμάκων 
τάξις πρὸς τῆν τῶν σωμάτων φύσιν.  
The power of speech has the same relation with the arrangement of the soul as the arrangement 
of drugs has with the nature of bodies.  
 
T12 – Gorgias, Encomium of Helen, § 15 
Διὰ δὲ τῆς ὄψεως ἡ ψυχὴ κἀν τοῖς τρόποις τυποῦται.   
And by means of sight the soul is shaped even in its basic ways of being.  
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